
Back To School Night 2021-22 
 

Parents, 
 
I’m sorry I can’t be with you in person today.  Here is my syllabus with most of the pertinent information 
for class this year.  Your student has already received this in class.  Please feel free to contact me with any 
questions you have.  Take care.  
 

Syllabus for:  
AP Human Geography 

Mr. Bailey 
 
Office: Room U-215      Phone: 720-886-6578 Email: kbailey9@cherrycreekschools.org 

 
Welcome to a new school year.  I look forward to getting to know each of you.  I am 

generally available after school, and I have periods 4A, 3B & 4B off to provide assistance to you.  
Your success is important to me.  To succeed in this course, please keep in mind the following:   
 

Course Information:  Human Geography will help you understand today’s world.  The 
course describes how people live in different regions, how they affect and are affected by their 
surrounding environment, how they interact with each other, what their major problems are, and 
how they (and we) might help cope with those problems.  This is an Advanced Placement course.  
You will take the AP test in May.     
 

Textbook:  Rubenstein, James M., The Cultural Landscape: An Introduction to Human 
Geography. Upper Saddle River: Prentice-Hall, Inc.  Grandview will furnish you with a copy of 
either the 8th or 9th Edition of this textbook.  It makes no difference to my teaching (or your 
learning) which edition you receive.  Some students choose to buy their textbook, so they can 
make notes in it as they read.  If you choose to do so, I suggest you buy a used copy of the 8th or 9th 
Edition from Amazon or some other used bookseller.  (Don’t buy a copy from Grandview; our 
prices are too high.)  If you choose not to buy a book, you may use the copy furnished by 
Grandview, but you must return the book in good condition at the end of the school year.    
 

Topics of Study [these time frames are approximate]:  
First Semester: Geographic Concepts, Population and Migration, Culture, Political Organization 
of Space 
Second Semester: Agriculture, Economic Development, Industrialization, Urbanization 
 

Materials:  Every day you will need to bring your course binder, the textbook, blank 
index cards, and colored pencils.  You will also need a #2 pencil, and a good eraser.  Finally, you 
are expected to have access to a computer / internet because you’ll need to go to my site on 
Schoology to stay current in the course.  I will post all reminders, homework assignments, and 
course materials on that website.  Many computers are available at public libraries and at 
Grandview, if you don’t have one at home.    
  



 Attendance:  Attendance is mandatory.   It will be difficult for most of you to succeed in 
this class if your attendance is not consistent.  I also expect you to be on time to class as it will 
start promptly after the bell.  Important assignments, reading quizzes, and exams will be 
announced long before they are given.  If you are absent for the class immediately before an 
exam is given, you will still take the exam as scheduled unless I have spoken to your parent / 
guardian.  If you miss class, you are to go to my Schoology site to see what you missed and are 
responsible for that day. 

 
Late work:  With almost no exceptions, I return homework within a week of when it is 

completed and review it with the class.  For that reason, any late work will be accepted but for a 
substantially reduced grade of 60% maximum credit.  

 
Behavioral Expectations:  Throughout the world, humans tend to treat one another with 

intolerance and incivility.  We will study – but not practice – that in this course.  Accordingly, 
this course has only one overriding rule: everyone will respect everyone else.  This rule has 
many applications, including listening to and considering each student’s comments and questions 
without criticism.  I will do my best to respect each of you.  In turn, I expect that you will show 
me respect by paying attention in class.  Remember, this is a college level class.  I will tolerate 
very little in the form of behavioral disobedience.  If you take away from our time learn, you will 
be dealt with decisively.  
 

Written Work:  In any project requiring you to identify your sources, you will be expected 
to follow the citation format set forth in In Grand Style, which is accessible via the Grandview 
home page.  (You can find it within the “Library” link.)   

 
Academic Honesty:  In Grand Style contains a section on Plagiarism (at pages 14-15 of 

that booklet), which I strongly encourage you to heed.  Plagiarism is defined there in many ways, 
some of which are “submitting another writer’s paper as your own,” “copying a part of another 
writer’s paper and incorporating it into your paper,” and “cutting and pasting from electronic 
sources without properly crediting the source.”  I take the issue of your academic honor 
seriously, and I expect you’ll do the same.  In part this is because my job is to get you ready for 
college, where you will be held to this standard.  Moreover, you simply won’t learn what you 
need for the AP exam if you allow other students to do your work for you.  
     

Extra Credit:  There are few extra credit opportunities in this course.  Remember, this is a 
college level course and the extra credit points will be earned by doing work in addition to 
classwork, not as a replacement for what has been assigned.  Any extra credit will be designed to 
reinforce concepts covered in class, not as a bailout for points missed throughout the course.    
   

Grades:  Your grade will be based on your overall performance.  In general terms, the 
largest components of your grade will come from unit & semester final exams, reading quizzes, 
and projects.  While homework assignments are generally optional, they are strongly encouraged 
as they will be critical in your preparation for exams and quizzes. 

 Unit Exams: 50% 
 Semester Exam: 20% 
 Reading Quizzes: 15% 
 Projects: 15%    



 
Clothing: I enforce Grandview’s dress code, described in the Grandview Student 

Handbook which is accessible to students and parents via Grandview’s website.   
 

Help:  I want you to succeed.  If you’re struggling, or simply want to talk, let me know 
whenever you think I can help.  
 

Let’s have a great year together. 
 
 


